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Excellencies,
Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· I am very pleased to join you today at the Opening Ceremony of the ICT4ALL Forum – Tunis + 5. 
· The theme chosen for this Forum Youth & ICT: Source of Inspiration, Innovation and Entrepreneurship is both timely and appropriate as the United Nations General Assembly declared 2010 as the International Year of Youth. 
· Five years ago in Tunis, WSIS Stakeholders reaffirmed their commitment to empowering young people as key contributors to building an inclusive Information Society. They committed to actively engage the youth in innovative ICT-based development programmes and widen opportunities for them to be involved in e-strategy processes.
· I hope that the forum will provide an opportunity to the different stakeholders for dialog, meetings, sharing best practices and experiences on the different aspects of Youth and ICTs, in particular those initiatives involving the Youth and ICTs that have lead to the enhancement of the WSIS Action lines and ultimately the MDGs.

Distinguished friends and colleagues,

· The WSIS Outcome Documents refer to “Youth” and “Young people” in several paragraphs.  Recognizing that young people are the future workforce and leading creators and earliest adopters of ICTs, the Geneva Declaration of Principles state that they must therefore be empowered as learners, developers, contributors, entrepreneurs and decision-makers, focus especially on young people who have not yet been able to benefit fully from the opportunities provided by ICTs
· Action line C4, Capacity Building states that the national educational policies are required to ensure that young people are equipped with knowledge and skills to use ICTs, including the capacity to analyse and treat information in creative and innovative ways, share their expertise and participate fully in the Information Society. 
· With respect to empowerment of young girls, C4 and C7 (E Applications) explicitly state the promotion of early intervention programmes in science and technology target young girls with the aim of increasing the number of women in ICT careers. 
· The Tunis Agenda for the Information Society also incorporates regulatory, self-regulatory, and other effective policies and frameworks to protect children and young people from abuse and exploitation through ICTs into National plans of action and e-strategies.
· Following the mandate set in the WSIS Outcome documents, in the different thematic aspects of WSIS Forum 2010, the inclusion and participation of Youth in the varied aspects of ICTs especially in the area of innovation emerged as a common topic of discussion and interest.
· I would like to bring to your notice that keeping in mind that Youth are central to the Information Society, a community space has been created in the WSIS Stocktaking platform, this space allows the youth to share their vision and experiences. I would like to invite all the youth present here to make full use of this space to network, share and learn from each other.
· Within ITU, the special initiatives programme  aims to promote access to, as well as use and knowledge of, telecommunications and ICTs for children and youth  living in rural, isolated and poorly served communities. The mandate of the ITU-D Special Initiative on “Children and Youth” is to support children and young people from developing countries and those in transition to improve their access, use and knowledge of information and communication technologies to bridge the Digital Divide and integrate them into the Information Society.
· Aligned with WSIS Geneva and Tunis Action Plans, this Initiative also aims at ensuring the follow-up of the ITU TELECOM Youth Forums, through actions and projects that respond to the needs of young  people and to the promotion of the ICTs among the youth in a specific region or worldwide. In implementing these activities, this initiative facilitates the participation of young people, including children in the Information Society.
· The Special  Initiatives support education, capacity building and training opportunities, such as the Youth Education Scheme (YES); connecting schools to ICT and organizing Youth Forums together with ITU TELECOM events. The next TELECOM event will be held already in October 2011 in Geneva.

Distinguished Ladies and Gentleman

· Let me also use this occasion to share some recent developments from the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, held in Mexico, last month, that concluded with several very positive outcomes for continuing to build global knowledge based information society and in particular capacity of young generations. 
· Plenipotentiary Conference has also agreed that on-line access to ITU standards, reports, basic texts will be open and for free. We strongly believe that it will accelerate and significantly facilitate distribution of knowledge worldwide at zero cost. 
· PP agreed on creation of the new membership category for Academia. From now on any research institute or university will be able to join the ITU and benefit from all privileges at very symbolic cost. In case you are academician, please do not miss this opportunity. In this context, already next month, in India we will host the ITU Kaleidoscop 2010, already 3rd meeting from the series. It is expected that more than 400 top academicians from all over the world will use this opportunity to debate on Beyond the Internet? - Innovations for future networks and services.
· Moreover in response to considerable concern about how best to protect vulnerable children and youth online, PP-10 passed a new resolution on Child Online Protection. It encouraged ITU to continue its Child Online Protection (COP) initiative as a platform to raise awareness and educate stakeholders in this vital issue. It encouraged the ITU Secretary-General to coordinate ITU activities with other initiatives at the national, regional and international levels, as well as bringing this resolution to the attention of the UN Secretary-General with the aim of increasing the  commitment of the UN system in child online protection.
· In addition PP, through its new resolution, set out ways for ITU to mainstream people with disabilities in all its work. New resolution entitled “Telecommunication/information and communication technology accessibility for persons with disabilities, including age-related disabilities” paved a way for building upon activities carried out so far, collaboration with entities and bodies concerned with this subject, as well as adoption a comprehensive action plan to extend access to telecommunication/ICT to people with disabilities, naturally also the youths. 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentleman

· Before I close, I am also pleased to announce that a new resolution was passed that recalls the ITU’s role in implementing the WSIS outcomes and requests for further action. Amongst others, it also recalls Paragraph 111 of the Tunis Agenda, which  requested the United Nations General Assembly to make an overall review of the implementation of WSIS outcomes in 2015. This fact is not a coincidence. Even though 5 years seem to be long time, there is still significant work to be done in order to achieve the WSIS targets. Many countries start to feel this urgency and openly call for action. 
· In this context, the member states also instructed the ITU Secretary-General to initiate consultations with  the United Nations Chief Executives Board for Coordination (CEB) in order to elaborate the framework for overall review of implementation of WSIS outcomes in 2015, including the possibility of holding a high-level event in 2014 or 2015. Necessary preparations based on the multi-stakeholder approach will need to take place and it is important that they pursue efficient and effective coordination with all stakeholders in preparing the overall review. 
· I wish you all the best for a very successful ICT4ALL Forum 2010. We hope that the discussions and that emerge out of this forum can be continued at the WSIS Forum in May 2011. ITU as the host and on behalf of all the organizers would like to invite all participants to the WSIS Forum 2011 and we look forward to welcoming you at the WSIS Forum at the ITU Headquarters, Geneva from 16th to 20th May 2011.

Thank you.
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